Dear Rivermont Community,

Wednesday, we celebrated Marion Crandell Day
with our first Faculty & Staff Appreciation Day
where we recognized those having served
Rivermont for five or more years. Our faculty and
staff are essential to our partnership with students
and parents in fulfilling the mission of Rivermont
Collegiate. We are especially fortunate to have so
many who have given of their time and talents for 5
years or more. Collectively, the faculty and staff
have devoted 373 years to Rivermont.

I have chosen this date to recognize
our faculty and staff since it has
special significance to our founding
school of St. Katharine’s. Marion
Crandell, a French language
instructor at St. Katharine's in the
early 1900’s, left for Paris to aid soldiers during
World War 1. Since she had been educated in Paris,
she felt that her knowledge of France and the
language would be extremely helpful. A German
artillery shell hit the hostel where she was working
as a YMCA canteen worker on March 27, 1918.
Marion Crandell was the first American woman
killed while in active service in World War I. We
will learn more about Marion Crandell tomorrow
morning when Mrs. Weber’s 8" grade history class
will share a PowerPoint presentation they have
researched and prepared. Marion Crandall Day
seems a fitting time to recognize the dedication and
talents of the special adults in the Rivermont
community.

5 years Connie Wheeler

6 years Leigh Ann Schroeder
Tracy Paxton
Ed Knupp

7 years Michele Weber

8 years Adam Douglas
Charlie Rodriguez
Dana Fee
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10 years Bill Deardoff
11 years Kristin Skaggs
Bonnie Campbell
17 years Monica Weeks
20 years Margy Dobbelaere
22 years Marsha Field
Gwen Livingstone Pokora
24 years Linda Hampton

There are particular milestones that require special
recognition. We have arrived at such a point.
Although I promised this person
not to make a big fuss, I never
promised not to make any fuss.
25 years is a marvelous gift and
we pause now to recognize a
sparkling silver personality.

Sarah Jane Fellini

Rivermont is especially fortunate to have special
people who have continued their association with
the school beyond 25 years. Celebrating 27 years
service to Rivermont — Kathy Topalian.

Rivermont Collegiate, then known as St.
Katharine’s — St. Mark’s, moved from its original
home in Davenport to its new home, the beautiful
Joseph Bettendorf Mansion in 1973. That was the
year, 35 years ago, that a fresh faced young teacher
moved boxes, installed bulletin boards and scrubbed
desks before beginning her new teaching
assignment. Celebrating 35 years service to
Rivermont — Suzanne Johnson.

This final person began her association with our
school in 1968 while it was still at its original home
on a bluff in Davenport overlooking the Mississippi.
Her smart suits and elegant poise gave class and
style to this wonderful institution. Alumni recall
her polite yet firm requests that students behave like
young ladies and young gentlemen. Even a new
headmaster felt the need to button his jacket and






