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another test presented by Tansey, but in order for this to happen, the viewer must
observe the artwork without the predisposed ideas from an art critic. Tansey's Innocent
Eye Test is a humorous work of art that holds many meanings, as well as tests for
different people.

The Innocent Eye Test by Mark Tansey reveals his beliefs about art criticism, while
he tests the viewer in various ways. He does this by referring to Paulus Potter’s Young Bull
and Monet's Haystack. He tests the viewer's ability to interpret artwork without regard to
the analyses of others, and implies that art critics are partial and not always reliable. It is
up to the viewer to observe the artwork independently and provide an explanation of
their own. That is the beauty of art, something that art critics, pushing their personal
opinions into the minds of others, take away.

Questions

1. What is this essay’s strength?

2. Look carefully at the painting, which is reproduced on page 764. Is Emily’s descrip-
tion accurate? What other elements of the painting would you have discussed?

3. This essay is written in the third person. How would the use of I have strengthened
or weakened the essay?

4. Would the use of outside sources have helped Emily develop her thesis? What
sources would you have consulted? How would you use them in an essay that ana-
lyzes a visual text?

Grammar as Rhetoric and Style

A modifier may be a one-word adverb or adjective; a phrase, such as a preposi-
tional phrase or a participial phrase; or a clause, such as an adjective clause. At its
best, a modifier describes, focuses, or qualifies the nouns, pronouns, and verbs it
modifies. But when a writer overuses or incorrectly uses modifiers, the result may
be verbose or even flowery writing.

Here is how David Denby describes the “most hated young woman in Amer-
ica” in “High School Confidential: Notes on Teen Movies™:

a blonde — well, sometimes a redhead or a brunette, but usually a blonde. She
has big hair, flipped into a swirl of gold at one side of her face or arrayed in a sul-
try mane. . . . She’s tall and slender, with a waist as supple as a willow, but she’s
dressed in awful, spangled taste.

These sentences include single-word adjectives (sultry, tall, slender, supple, awful,
spangled), a participle followed by two prepositional phrases (flipped into a swirl
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