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repeats words to emphasize the movement of time: “Yard by yard Seabiscuit move,
ahead” shows the arduous process by which Seabiscuit took the lead. Rice does cof
on War Admiral, saying he “might just as well have been a fat poodle chasing a mej
wagon,” but the metaphor ends up highlighting Seabiscuit’s lean power and sens
purpose. Rice’s report, though filled with excitement, is fact-filled when it comes tg -
Seabiscuit. We know the horse’s progress at every step. His more colorful observations
are reserved for the competition.

Hillenbrand and Rice both recreate the excitement of the historic race, Each uges
vivid details to recreate the movement of the horses and the closeness of the race. The
sparing use of figurative language keeps the reader in the moment. The difference in
the two writers’ voices comes from their functions as reporters. Hillenbrand sends us
snapshots; her details create a photo album of images that bring the race to life. Rice
“films” the race in real time. He recreates the momeﬁt-by-moment excitement of the
horses ftying around the track.

Questions

1. What metaphor does Michele Mendelson use to describe the difference between
the two accounts of the race? Do you agree with how she describes the difference?

2. Would Michele’s essay have benefited from more examples? What other examples
could she have used to highlight the differences between the two accounts? What
examples would have highlighted the similarities?

3. Write a new conclusion to Michele’s essay that comments on the two pieces as
examples of sportswriting.

Grammar as Rhetoric and Style

Direct, Precise, and Active Verbs

..............................................................................................................

Direct, precise, active verbs energize writing. Consider this sentence with verbs in
bold from “Drugs, Sports, Body Image and G.I. Joe” by Natalie Angier (p. 486):

The use of anabolic steroids lowers the levels of protective high-density lipopro-
teins, suppresses sperm production and raises the risk of heart attacks, strokes
and liver disease.

The verbs in Angier’s sentence tell you how the drug acts. The rhetorical effect of
the three verbs is that they move the sentence forward with vigor and clarity so
that you form a negative opinion about the drug’s actions. In addition, the verbs
contribute to Angier’s confident, no-nonsense tone: she has no need for fancy
descriptions when straightforward verbs will do.
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Now consider another passage, this c
by Gay Talese (p- 431), with its verbs, ver

from verbs) in bold type:

He watched until she left, lost in the cr
just come down the hill by cable car..'l
restaurant, finishing his tea and lightin
hour. It was 11:30"in the morning, Nc
the only sounds came from the bar,
something the headwaiter had said. F
his arm, headed for the door, stoppiny
call out, “See you later, Joe” Joe DiM
Then the room was quiet again.

Talese uses the action verbs, verb phrase
scene’s movement and drama. On the o
both emphasizing silence and stasis rath

verb was. .
Once you've learned to recognize

become more aware of them in your ow
on the verbs in revisions rather than firs
making even your first draft active andj

Direct Verbs

Use forms of to be and other linking v:
Often you can change a form of to be fc
cate noun into an action verb. Consic
below sports a stronger verb than the fi

An article published in the March/
Journal is a review of recent studies.

An article published in the March/.
Journal reviews recent studies.

Itis a testament to a fundamental st

It attests to a fundamental stability :

My left arm was weak.

I was losing the strength in my left:






