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Dear Parent/Guardian:

As you prepare to send your child to kindergarten this fall, there are
many things to consider. One of the most important is to assure your child’s
immunizations are up to date. In order for your child to be admitted to

school, he/she is required by Iowa Law to have the following

immunizations:

Kindergarten Requirements

4 DTaP (one after age 4 years)

3 Polio (one after 4 years)

2 MMR

3 Hepatitis B

disease

Varicella or parent’s report of Chickenpox

% A Certificate of Immunization must be completed and signed by
a medical professional for each student enrolled. It must contain
all immunization dates and include the child’s birthdate.

% Your child is not required to have a physical before entering
school, but effective 2008-2009 school year, will need to
have a dental exam and lead test for school entry in Iowa.
Final details are not yet available- please check back with the
school’s website in the summer to obtain specific requirements.
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When reporting that your child is ill and will not be attending

school, please report the reason and name of disease or

symptoms to the school.

Please contact me at 326-8658 if you have any questions.

Kathy Andresen, RN, BS, NCSN
School Health Consultant
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School Health
2008-2009 School Year

> New Lead Law
The law (House File 158) which requires evidence of a blood lead
test when children that enter school (i.e., before the age of 6 and
provided to the elementary school in which the child is enrolling),
was signed into law by Governor Culver on April 17. The
requirement applies to children enrolled in public and private
schools and those who are home school. The requirement for
testing will be effective by the summer of 2008.

» New Dental Screening Law
On May 9, Governor Culver signed a new policy into law that will
require children enrolling in elementary school and
high school to have a dental screening. Parents or guardians of
elementary school children will be required to provide
evidence of a dental screening (done no earlier than age three and
no later than age six) by a dentist, dental hygienist, physician,
nurse or physician's assistant. High school students will be
required to provide evidence of a screening by a dentist or
dental hygienist within the previous year of enrollment. This new
law will go into effect July 1, 2008.
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